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comraderin-arms of Kautsky and one of the chief exponents of bourgeois, reformist policy in the Independent Social-Democratic Party of Germany, has taken a step backward on this 'question compared with the franklg* pacifist and reformist Englishman, Hobson. The international split of the whole working-class movement is now quite evident (the Second and the Third Internationals). The fact that armed struggle and civil, war is now raging between the two trends is also evident: the support given to Kolchak and Denikin in Russia by the Mensheviks and "Socialist-Revolutionaries15 against the Bolsheviks; the fight the Scheidemanns!, Noskes and Co. have conducted in conjunction with the bourgeoisie agiainst the Spartacists in Germany; the same thing in Finland, Poland, Hungary, etc. What is the economic basis of this world-historic phenomenon?
Precisely the parasitism and decay of capitalism which are characteristic of its highest historical stage of development, i.e., imperialism. As is proved in this pamphlet, capitalism has now singled out a handful (less than one-tenth of the inhabitants of the globe; less than one-fifth at a most "generous" and liberal calculation) of exceptionally rich and powerful states which plunder the whole world simply by "clipping coupons.'5 Capital exports yield an income of eight to ten billion francs) per annum, at prewar prices and according to prewar (bourgeois statistics. Now, of course, they yield much more.
Obviously, out of such enormous superprofits [since they are obtained over and aibove Dhe profits which capitalists1 squeeze out of the workers of their "own" country) it is possible to bribe the labour leaders and the upper stratum of the labour aristocracy. And the capitalists of the "advanced" countries aire bribing them; lihey bribe them in a thousand different ways, direct and indirect, .cur-erf and covert.
This stratum of bourgeoisified workers, or the ''labour aristocracy," who are quite philistine in their mode of life.